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Sunday, September 20, 2020 
Proper 20 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME 
 
CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS   

 
+GREETING 
 Prayer of Ignatius of Loyola UMH 570 

 
Teach us, good Lord,  

To serve you as you deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to 
heed the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not ask for any reward, 
except that of knowing that we do your will; 

Through Jess Christ our Lord 
Amen. 

 
+HYMN                 “Come, Ye Thankful People Come”                              UMH 694 

 

PRAYER  
The Prayer of Saint Francis UMH 481 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, 
hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.  O Divine 
Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be 

understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we 
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned and it is in dying that we are born to 

eternal life. Amen. 
 
+PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   

 
 
+HYMN  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”    UMH 474 

 
 

 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Exodus 16:2-15 

 



 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Philippians 1: 21-30 

 
SERMON                      Life Ain’t Been No Crystal Stair              Pastor Rachel B. Livingston 

 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 
OFFERTORY                        “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior”                                   UMH 351 
 

+DOXOLOGY  UMH 95 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below. 

Praise God above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Written by United Methodist Foundation of Michigan 
 

Knowing God, you have given us a never-wanting future.  Yet, we often forget the 
nature of your divine gift.  We become entangled in the snares of self-

centeredness.  Today, we joyfully share these many offerings as a way to release 
ourselves from being self-focused to being God-focused.  In the name of your 

loving Son, we pray.  Amen. 
 
+HYMN  “I Surrender All”  UMH 354 

 
GOING FORTH 

 

+BENEDICTION 
 

+RECESSIONAL 
  



      
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS 

Exodus 16:2-15 NRSV • 2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against 
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by 

the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of 
bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and 

each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test 
them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare 
what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 6 So Moses and 

Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the LORD who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of 

the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that 
you complain against us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the 
evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining 

that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against 
the LORD.” 9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 

‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the 
whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of 
the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12 “I have heard the 

complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your 
God.’”13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was 

a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the 
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites 

saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses 
said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat 

Philippians 1:20-30 NRSV • 20 It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to 
shame in any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness, Christ will be exalted now as 

always in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is 
gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which 

I prefer. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, 
for that is far better; 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress 

and joy in faith, 26 so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I 
come to you again. 27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, 28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of 

their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously 
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as 
well— 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still 

have. 

 


