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“A Journey Through The 
Wilderness: The Wilderness 
of Death and Loss”

Christ Healing the Blind, By El Greco c. 1567



+GREETING

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. Lord, hear my 
voice!

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
supplications!

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could 
stand?

But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be 
revered.

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord, more than those who watch 

for the morning, more than those who watch for the 
morning.

O Israel, hope in the LORD!  For with the LORD there is 
steadfast love, and with him is great power to redeem.

The Lord will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.



Hymn: 
How Firm a Foundation

Words: “K” in Rippon’s Selection of Hymns, 1787
Music: Early USA melody, harm. from Tabor, 1866 

UMH 529, Tune: Foundation

Played by Chiara Griffith



+HYMN “How Firm a Foundation” UMH 529

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 
What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 
I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 



+HYMN “How Firm a Foundation” UMH 529

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 
for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

“When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie, 
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.



+HYMN “How Firm a Foundation” UMH 529

“The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”



OPENING PRAYER

Everlasting God, because of your tender 
mercy toward all people, you sent your Son, 
our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon 
himself our flesh, and to suffer death upon 
the cross, that all should follow the example 
of his great humility. Mercifully grant that 
we may follow the example of his patience 
and also be made partakers of his 
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.



CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Great Spirit, whose voice we hear in the winds, and 

whose breath gives life to all the world, hear us. We 
come before you as your children. We are small and 
weak; we need your strength and wisdom. Let us walk in 
beauty and make our eyes ever behold the red and 
purple sunset. May our hands respect the things you 
have made, our ears be sharp to hear your voice. Make 
us wise, so that we may know the things you have 
taught your people, the lessons you have hidden in every 
leaf and rock. We seek strength not to be superior to our 
brothers and sisters, but to live in harmony with 
ourselves and all of your creation. Help us to be ever 
ready to come to you, so when life fades as a fading 
sunset, our spirits may come to you without shame. 
Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE



+PASSING OF THE PEACE

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER 
AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
Amen.



Hymn: 
Breathe on Me, Breath of God

Words: Edwin Hatch, 1878
Music: Robert Jackson, 1888

UMH 420, Tune: Trentham

Played by Chiara Griffith



+HYMN “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” UMH 420

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 



+HYMN “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” UMH 420

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
till I am wholly thine, 
till all this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 37:1–14 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he 
brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O 
dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says 
the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.”



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 37:1–14 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 
say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude.



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ezekiel 37:1–14 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the 
whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when 
I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 
spoken and will act,” says the LORD.



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: John 11:1–45

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed 
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light 
of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.”



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: John 11:1–45

After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said 
to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some 
two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 
Mary stayed at home. 



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: John 11:1–45

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I 
am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her 
sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but
was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews 
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 
up quickly and go out. 



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: John 11:1–45

They followed her because they thought that she was going 
to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was 
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 
come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead 
four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?”



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: John 11:1–45

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.



Special Music: 
It Is Well

Played by Chiara Griffith



SERMON

“The Wilderness of Death and Loss”

Part 5 of the Lenten Sermon Series
“A Journey Through the Wilderness”

Rev. Mark Schaefer



OFFERTORY

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Chiara Griffith, Music Director

To make a gift of your tithe or offering online, visit:
http://www.cheltenhamumc.com/give
or
https://www.paypal.me/CUMC73

or mail a check to:

Cheltenham UMC
P.O. Box 146
Cheltenham, MD 20623

http://www.cheltenhamumc.com/give
https://www.paypal.me/CUMC73


Doxology: 
Praise God, from Whom All 
Blessings Flow

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674
Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois, 1551

UMH 95, Tune: Old 100th

Played by Chiara Griffith



+DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 
95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Hymn: 
O Love That Wilt Not Let Me 
Go

Words: George Matheson, 1882
Music: Albert L. Peace, 1884

UMH 480, Tune: St. Margaret

Played by Chiara Griffith



+HYMN “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” UMH 480

1. O Love that wilt not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
that in thine ocean depths 
its flow may richer, fuller be.

2. O Light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to thee;
my heart restores its borrowed ray,
that in thy sunshine’s blaze
its day may brighter, fairer be.



+HYMN “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” UMH 480

3. O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow thru the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain,
that morn shall tearless be.

4. O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
and from the ground there blossoms 
red life that shall endless be.



+BENEDICTION

Thank you for joining us in worship!

To stay connected via e-mail, subscribe to 
the Weekly E-pistle:

https://www.cheltenhamumc.com/weekly-e-pistle/


