John 20:19-31

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you." When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." But
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him,
"We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless | see the
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe."”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt
but believe.” Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"
Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.
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PRELUDE and CANDLE LIGHTING

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We come as we are:

PEOPLE: doubting Thomases, fearful disciples, sorrowing
exiles, rejoicing psalmists!

Leader: You come as you are:

PEOPLE: Risen Christ, Christ of peace, Holy Spirit, Spirit of
forgiveness, God of life, God of new birth!

Leader: Show us the fullness of your joy!

PEOPLE: Show us the path of life and living hope!

Leader: If we are the disciples, locked in a room of fear, Jesus

appears to us. If we are Thomas, full of doubt, Jesus turns to us.

If we bear trials and suffering, God comes to us in power. If we
rejoice, we do so in the presence of God. So let us come to the
God of hope and life as we join in prayer:

ALL: Jesus, Savior, Resurrected Messiah, we come before
you from different paths: some of us certain of your joyful
presence in our lives, some of us not so certain of the hope
of being touched by your joy. Yet we are all here, reaching
out to you: for understanding, for hope, for joy, for all that
is imperishable. Meet us here, today, in all your power and
consolation. Amen.

*HYMN: “Easter People, Raiser Your Voices” #304 UMH

ANNOUNCEMENTS
JOYS, CONCERNS AND PASTORAL PRAYER
SUNG RESPONSE: “Cares Chorus” #2215

OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY- “Praise God From Whom All Blessings...” #95 UMH

ANTHEM

*SCRIPTURE READING- John 20:19-31

*HYMN — “Crown Him with Many Crowns” #327 UMH
SERMON - “Awaking to Ministry

*HYMN - “Lift High the Cross” #1569 UMH

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE- “He Is Lord, He Is Lord” #177 UMH
PASSING THE PEACE

Hymns can be found in the TFWS - The Faith We Sing and
UMH- United Methodist Hymnal
*Please stand as you are able.

If you are visiting our church service today, we want you to know
that we are glad you are here!
We invite everyone to join us down stairs after worship for a time
of fellowship.




